Surgery in World War II. Activities of Surgical Consultants, Volume II by Mark, James B. D.
YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
SURGERY IN WORLD WAR II. ACTIVITIES OF SURGICAL CONSULTANTS,
VOLUME II. Prepared and published under the direction of Lieut. Gen.
Leonard D. Heaton. Editor in Chief: Colonel John Boyd Coates, Jr.,
Editor for Activities of Surgical Consultants: B. Noland Carter, Associate
Editor: Elizabeth M. McFetridge. Washington D.C., Office of the Surgeon
General, Department of the Army, 1964, 1062 pp. $8.50.
Colonel Coates has done his usual fine job in documenting the activities of
the surgical consultants in World War II. There persists, however, a lack of
continuity which is also apparent in several of the other volumes on
Surgery in World War II. This problem is in all likelihood unavoidable
because of the very nature of the book the fact that its contributing authors
are spread throughout the country and, in many cases, their reports are
posthumous or from memory.
The book is divided into two sections, the first devoted to the activities
in the European theater of war and the second to the work in the Pacific
and Asia. Part I is fully twice as long as Part II for a reason that is readily
apparent. The organization of surgical activities in Europe seemed far
superior to that in the Far East. Distances were much shorter and chains
of command more easily drawn. This led to far better on-the-spot documen-
tation, record keeping, and I would suspect, to better medical care in
Europe than was possible in the Pacific.
Brigadier General Elliot C. Cutler was the chief consultant in surgery
for the European theater. He was, at the time of his appointment to this
position, Moseley Professor of Surgery at the Harvard University School
of Medicine and surgeon-in-chief of the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in
Boston. Almost 350 pages of the volume are devoted to the activities of
Dr. Cutler and the material therein is gained chiefly from Dr. Cutler's
personal diary. Dr. Cutler was obviously a dynamic and decisive person
with boundless energy and an inquisitive mind. Although his work was
certainly of the highest order, it was clear that he felt chafed and restrained
by the administrative difficulties encountered in army medicine. Dr. Cutler's
untimely death in 1947 was a great loss to western medicine. He was truly
loved and respected by surgeons on both sides of the Atlantic. Had Dr.
Cutler been able to write the chapter about his own activities, the chapter
probably would have been more succinct and, therefore, more informative.
The chapters by the consultants in the various surgical specialties are
generally well organized and peppered with interesting personal exper-
iences which add to the readers enjoyment. Much of the information
concerning the activities of the consultants in the Pacific and Asia is gained
from the diary of Yale's own Dr. Ashley W. Oughterson whose own
untimely death prevented him from making further contributions to this
book. The story of the war in the Pacific and Asia is a much sadder one
than the European conflict. Working conditions were many times almost
unbearable, facilities and supplies were often obsolete and the hazards
existing between the sick or injured service man and the physician who
was to take care of him were almost insurmountable. The organization of
medical services in the Pacific left much to be desired. Difficulties in com-
munication seemed to be largely to blame for this situation.
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One facet of the organization of surgeons during World War II was
commented upon by almost every author. Prior to the entry of the United
States into World War II, it had been decided by written agreement
between the Office of the Surgeon General and university medical schools
that the surgical faculties of the schools would agree to staff specific hos-
pitals in the event of war. The Surgeon General in return agreed to
retain such a unit except in very trying circumstances. At first glance,
this seems to be an excellent means of providing coordinated and high
class surgical care but often resulted in staffing field hospitals with
inadequately trained medical officers while the general hospitals to the rear
enjoyed an abundance of skilled personnel who were essentially frozen in
place.
One cannot help but detect the frustrations encountered during wartime
by military surgeons, all of whom were anxious to extend their best efforts
but many of whom felt restricted by army protocol and red tape. This
volume, recounting the experiences of the surgical consultants, provides
much important information concerning the difficulties of wartime medicine
and should provide much help to a newer generation of physician should
another major war ensue.
JAMES B. D. MARK
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This English translation of a monograph, first published in French in
1960, presents the results of a largely successful effort to cover and review
all applications of immuno-electrophoretic analysis of human biological
fluids available by the end of 1959. The first section of the book deals
lucidly and readably with methods. Since the first description of the
immuno-electrophoretic method, Grabar has been intimately involved in
most developments. The part of comprehensiveness that was sacrificed to
lucidity in the text of the section on methods is adequately compensated
for in the bibliographic citations.
The sections of the book dealing with applications of the method of
electrophoretic analysis to human plasma, serum, and other body fluids
including colostrum, synovial fluid, and seminal fluid are comprehensive
and of more than routine interest to the immunologist as well as to many
clinicians. There is no other single volume which comprehensively provides
the information and extensive bibliography on methods and applications
of immuno-electrophoresis so well and conveniently as this monograph. It
has an important place in the library of every immunologist and in that
of the medical investigator who wishes to avail himself of the potent
analytic tool provided by this method.
HARRISON F. WOOD
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